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INSIDE THIS 

ISSUE 

I heard you missed me, I’m back…! 

So much for knocking this lot on the head for 

me. I will still endeavour to provide a high 

quality mag for you lot, as long as you keep 

providing the articles for me. I am not a 

journalist and don’t go out chasing stories 

and I’m certainly not a photographer (people 

lose their heads). So I rely on members 

writing stuff about their bikes, their 

adventures (as ever, many thanks Steve K), 

and anything that may be of interest to other 

members, with lots of photos. 

At this time of year, life is very hectic. Work 

tends to be more prominent in the work/life 

balance (bad weather etc.) and I’m also 

preparing for the four Yorkshire MAG rallies, Into the Valley, The Farmyard 

Party, The Yorkshire Pudding Rally and Spat out of Hull. As Stage Manager for 

all these events, I have the responsibility of booking 23 bands and dealing with 

another 12 from the other two stages at the Farmyard, plus the comedians and 

the dodgy doffers that Rick Hulse of NABD hires. I’m just relieved that it is only 

23 bands for me, but approaching rally time, getting all 35 bands organised is a 

massive drain on my time. That is why the AVT is going to be an “as and when” 

publication, rather than the quarterly rag it used to be. And there probably 

won’t be one during the summer. 

I was considering reducing it to an irregular newsletter and put something out 

when news came in, but I think I owe it to the club to produce something better 

than a bit of bog roll. 

So here we are, on the cusp of a new riding/rally season. Some may be getting 

their bikes out of their air conditioned sleeping bags. Others, like myself, have 

never really mothballed the machine. Mine only stays indoors when it is icy, or 

there is salt on the road. But as long as the salt has been washed away, I’m happy 

to continue riding. Remember, there is no such thing as bad weather, just bad 

clothing. And I bear witness to that last statement, having ridden down from 

Stirling to West Yorkshire in exceedingly heavy rain, wearing leathers and an 

open face helmet. So come on, do your worst, I’ve got some proper gear now! 
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EDITORIAL (CONT.) 
So, on with the first issue of 2015. I’ve been sent quite a lot of stuff, so I am a happy kipper. I am writing this before I’ve 
thoroughly read some of the articles, so I hope I don’t have much to do in the way of grammar/spelling corrections.  

One final bit, more photos are always welcome. But please send the original files, embedded images are all fine and dandy 
for showing where they sit in relation to the story, but they are a nightmare to scale up to a decent size and quality for the 
AVT. 

Dave 

H. R. C. 
Well what a year 2014 turned out to be for me, finally managed to sell my 
bungalow at Sandbeds near Crossflatts after being on the market for two 
and a half years, sorted an early retirement package out from the company 
I’ve been working at for thirty four years, moved in to my static caravan in 
Knaresborough and got a part time job at Leeds Harley, so if your bike is 
coming in for service or you’ve bought a new one for 2015, chances are it 
could be yours truly who delivers it for you, but I draw the line at a 
Santa’s outfit, or, by the time this goes to press, Easter Bunny outfit. 

2014 was a good year for ride outs as well, we now have a good team of 
road captains who planned some great ride outs, 18 in total with 
destinations such as Hawes, Flamborough Whitby Bowness Matlock Bath 
and Hornsea to name a few and we had a good attendance from our 
members on most of them, so if you haven’t been with us yet then give it a 
try in 2015, you never know you might enjoy it. 

I’m looking forward to the new season again, our usual Euro crew, last year known as the Famous Five, now to be known 
as the Magnificent Seven, are looking at another tour, this time in the Black Forrest area so no doubt I will have a story to 
tell about that, if a certain member of the group continues where he left off last year. 

The first rally I’m off to is once again the Cider Rally in Weston Super Mare at the beginning of May, it’s a great rally in a 
good venue and is well attended, this year we hope to have a few more Aire Valley members join us for the journey down 
so if you want to come along then please get in touch. 

Hog The Humber is looking good again, back at the Brantingham site, I don’t know what our games master is planning yet 
but I’m sure he will excel as usual. This year we have three new bands, Friday night is our own Doc John with Mullholland, 
if you didn’t see them at the Noble Comb on 6th December then you need to come and see them here, Saturday afternoon 
its The Doghouse Doctors, a great 3 piece band from Knaresborough. Saturday night we have The Supermodels, no it’s not 
a bunch of page 3 birds, it’s a band that came highly recommended and they are really a great act, consisting of lead singer 
keyboards drums 3 guitars and a sound engineer, then on Sunday we finish off as usual with the ride across the Humber 
Bridge so please, please come along and join in the weekend you’re sure to have a good time. If you can’t make the whole 
weekend then come along on the Sunday for the Bridge crossing it’s all for a good cause. 

I’m also going to the Fenlanders rally in Fakenham in July and Thunder in the Glens in August, so if anybody wants to join 
up for the journey to these rallies then please get in touch, or if anyone is going to any rallies and would like to get a group 
together then please let me know and I will mention it at the monthly meetings and make sure it goes out on our website 
and Facebook pages. 

Well that’s about all from me for now, I would normally get the bike out now but at this moment, it is still in pieces on the 
lift at Leeds Harley having a face lift, hopefully it won’t be there for much longer and I can get back out on it. At least with 
the new job I am able to get on one now and then. 

See you all soon, and if you are out and about on your bike, keep the rubber on the road and the shiny side up. 

Cheers Allan  



THE DIRECTOR’S  MUSINGS 
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Happy New Year and welcome to the first edition of Aire Valley Times of 
2015. 

We ended last year with our Christmas Disco at the Noble Comb where we 
had exclusive use of the conservatory for our event. Playing live for us on the 
night were the fabulous Mulholland featuring our Web Master Dr. John. The 
buffet was enjoyed by everyone, it was excellent and was provided free of 
charge by Phil Hannam. Once again the best bit was that the beer pumps 
continued to dispense until well after midnight, once again a great night 
enjoyed by all the members in attendance.  Thanks to all who attended and 
to Phil for providing the venue and the food. 

I know that Aire Valley likes a good party so the month after our disco, in 
January we held our 13th Annual Christmas Dinner Dance and it was a great 
affair as always. As usual we were to meet in the main bar from 7pm, I’m 
not sure that all our members have watches as the bar started to fill from 
about 3pm ( I have to admit I was amongst them) so I knew we were in for 
another memorable AV do. When we got to the ballroom the staff had done 
us proud with their Christmas decorations, the room looked great, we were 
ready to party. We were served with a splendid 3 course meal followed by 
coffee, whilst listening to music played by our DJ at a level where we could 
still hold a good old chin wag to catch up with friends we hadn’t seen since the end of the riding season. As the meal came 
to an end the band “The Stolen Phones” started their first set playing music we all knew, they certainly filled the dance floor 
very quickly. Each year at this event, I pass around a Champagne bucket, people who want to take part, write their name on 
a ten pound note - at the end of dinner one note is drawn and it’s Winner Takes All! This year it was won by my wife 
Sandra Gaunt, who very generously donated £250 to the Aire Valley Yorkshire Air Ambulance fund. Thank you so much. 

This year everyone on the Committee has been working hard to once again put together a varied range of events and ride-
outs, Allan Ward has arranged 18 Sunday ride-outs. Mick Pierce & Tony Burns have organised both Wednesday daytime 
and Wednesday evening ride-outs. (usually ending at a pub for a beer).  We have our monthly meetings held on the first 
Wednesday of the month at Yarnbury Rugby Club. Sue & Mick have arranged two club weekends away. At the beginning of 
the season we are heading up to Penrith for the weekend, and an end of the season weekend in Masham, on past form both 
weekends will be fantastic with lots of good riding and with Mick involved good beer as well, nothing better. 

We have members attending many rallies in both the UK and Europe this year. We already have members signed up to the 
Cider Rally in Weston-supper-Mare, I’m going to The Euro Festival in St Tropez with a group of 12 and I know of a few 
other AV members travelling down to this one. We’ve members going over to the East Coast for The Iron Horse Rally, and 
down to Birmingham for The Brum Holiday Bash and up to Hunters Quay, Scotland for the Gathering. Aire Valley will be 
represented at the 24th European Rally in Porto Sherry, Spain, Not forgetting one of the year’s highlights Tony Burns Pie 
Run, Tony tells me the pickled onions are already on the go, and to Tony’s special recipe. Not to be missed. I know of lots 
of members will be attending The East of England Rally in Fakenham, and The Heart and Soul Rally at Percy Park North 
Shields. And to finish many of our members will be attending the two major UK Rallies the SOfER held this year at 
Hickstead Showground and Thunder in the Glens in Aviemore.  

We are well on with our plans for this year’s Hog the Humber July 10th to 12th 2015 at Brantingham Park, Hull. There are 
nearby hotels for those who don’t camp, excellent free camping, 3 x live bands, Disco, Saturday ride-out & Mass Bridge 
Crossing on the Sunday. It will be a fun filled weekend and we will raise funds for The Yorkshire Air Ambulance & Martins 
House Children Hospice. This is a must, keep this weekend free, it’s your club’s rally and you should all support it. The 
provision programme of events looks like this;- 

 

Continued overleaf 
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THE DIRECTOR MUSES 
PROGRAMME 

Please note all times are approximate 

  

Friday 10th July  

1.00pm Rally opens - Pitch tents - Chill for the afternoon, have a beer or have a run out to one of the many seaside towns. 

6.00 - 9.00pm Dinner - Scampi, Meat Pie or Cajun Chicken with Chips, Vegetarian Choice, Curry or Chilli with Rice, 
Lasagne. All only £5 

7.00pm Mad Brad Disco 

8.00pm Mulholland 

Bar open late, Sandwiches available 

  

Saturday 11th July 

8.00 - 10am Breakfast is served in the club house 

10.30am Ride-Out leaves 

11.30am Bar Open, Sandwiches available 

4.00pm Chapter games, Ride in show 

4.45pm The Doghouse Doctors outside if the sun is shining in the club house if not 

6.00 - 9.00pm Dinner - Scampi, Meat Pie or Cajun Chicken with Chips, Vegetarian Choice, Curry or Chilli with Rice, 
Lasagne. All only £5 

  

7.00pm Mad Brad Disco 

8.00pm Auction, Raffle & Prize Giving 

8.30pm The Supermodels 

Bar open late, Sandwiches available 

  

Sunday 12th July 

 8.00 - 10am Breakfast is served in the club house 

9.00am Bikes gather at Brantingham Park 

10.30am Ride leaves for the Humber Bridge 

11.30am Bikes start to gather in bridge car park 

12.30pm The Mass Humber Bridge Crossing 

  

The weather seems to be just about going in the right direction now so I am really looking forward to a great year on my 
bike, I’m already booked for the St. Tropez Rally, The Gathering, Thunder in the Glens, East of England, Essex, SOfER 
and of course Hog the Humber. It won’t be long before we can all start riding again, (hopefully 8th March according to 
Allan & Clive) so ride safe 

Cheers Mike 
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MY FIRST YEAR 
WELL WHAT A YEAR.  Vic and I joined Aire Valley in July 2013.  After 30 years as a pillion passenger, I was inspired by 
the many lady riders at Sofer Rally Bisley 2013 to have a go at riding myself. I took my CBT on 1st September and passed my 
test in November 2013, then I ventured out on my new 1200 Sportster. I rode out quite a lot over the winter months with 
Vic who gave me massive encouragement and lots of tips. 
 
Early Spring I was still a little apprehensive about riding out with a big group but after been encouraged by road captains I 
went on my first Aire Valley ride out to Hawes, staying at the front of the ride behind the blue man, which was quite 
familiar as it was Vic on this day. I set out thinking I would possibly make it to the comfort stop then head home and 
although the ride was quite a challenge as it was up Butter Tubs pass, I actually completed the whole ride which was 230 
miles round trip for us. Following this I attended many ride outs including Bowness on Windermere and Hope Valley and 
also the pork pie run which was good fun, all helped me 
improve my skills with some great routes and many miles. 
 
 My first rally was Iron Horse, St Leger on the east coast, a 
great weekend with cracking weather and some good riding. 
Throughout the year I have attended many rallies: the 
Gathering Scotland, Fenlanders Norfolk, and Baildon, Shipley 
to name a few and of course our own Hog the Humber where I 
won best lady of Harley Trophy. 
 
I have also attended weekends away with Aire Valley, the first 
being Masham, the ride out Saturday was a challenging route 
to Barnard Castle with hairpin bends and wet and windy 
weather, but managed it well and clocked up 400 miles during 
the weekend. Later in the year was the coast trip to Whitley Bay, a good weekend with good weather. Saturday ride out was 
to Holy Island stopping at Alnwick for coffee, then continuing along the beautiful coastline past Bamburgh Castle to Holy 
Island. It was a rare experience riding over the causeway with the sea all around. All in all a great weekend with excellent 
company and almost 600 miles in total. 
 
Finally finishing the year with RTTW, camping for 2 nights at Drayton Manor with a few other Aire Valley members, it was 
a very wet Saturday morning for the ride out but was yet another great ride with an overwhelming support from the general 
public waving and cheering. Almost 5000 bikes in 
attendance and on arrival at the arboretum a very moving 
service & tribute to our forces. 
 
It is a shame that ride outs have now come to an end, but 
Vic and I will continue to ride over the winter months (no 
bad weather only bad clothing) 
 
After my first year of riding a Harley I have clocked up 
over 7000 miles, had a great time and seen some fantastic 
scenery but most of all made many, many good friends. 
There's something about riding a Harley that makes you 
grin from ear to ear. Any ladies out there who might be 
thinking or wishing they could ride, don't sit back, just 
have ago and take lessons, it’s the best and most rewarding 
thing I have ever done, I wish I'd done it years ago. Can’t 
wait for next season. 
Learning to ride was a wonderful gift to myself, when I sit on my Harley it feels like I'm in a different world. 
 

Deb and Vic Smith 
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RIDE TO THE WALL 2014 
Its Saturday the 4th of October, 6am and my alarm has just 
gone off!!! Today’s the day for Ride to the Wall 2014 a day 
I have been looking forward to for many months; I had a 
quick look out of the window, its dark but the roads are 
dry. The weather men have got it wrong again, I thought. 
Time for a quick brew then get the Glide out of the garage 
6:30 AM and my screaming eagle pipes let all the 
neighbours know I am on my way out. 

We took a leisurely ride down to Woolley Edge services 
where we had arranged to meet Andy and Sharron Dorset 
before riding on to Woodhall services to meet up with the 
rest of the bikers leaving from there. By the time we had 
got to Woodhall services it was already raining (maybe the 
weather men had actually got it right for a change). We 
pulled up at the services where there were already about 
400 bikes, 8:30AM came and it was time to leave, this is 
when 400 bikes in a dozen rows decided they all needed to 
merge in to two rows, let the madness begin (where are the 
Aire Valley road captains when you need them). 

Once on the M1 it was a nice, steady ride apart from the 
driving rain and spray from the HGVs, which is to be 
expected as we do live in England. After traveling down 
the M1 for a while we all indicate left and pull off where 
we follow the road round and then come back over the top 
of the M1 to a sight of hundreds of bikes still coming down 
the M1, we then travel along a dual carriageway for a while 
before following everyone else into a local town. All I can 
think is somebody upfront started to follow Joe public on 
his way to work. After a good dozen sets of lights and half a 
dozen roundabouts we were back on track. As we left the 
dual carriage way and approached the roundabout we were 
greeted with several Aire Valley road captains looking a bit worse for wear after standing in the rain all morning. 

As we reached the Arboretum, we slowed to pass the saluting soldier and then rode on into the overflow car park where we 

parked with hundreds of other like-minded bikers. We removed our waterproofs and set off walking to the Arboretum 

which was already very busy. We walked around and took in the atmosphere whilst looking at all the names of the fallen on 

the wall and other memorials, and you guessed it was still raining but this didn’t seem to matter. 

As everyone gathered around the base of the walls for the start of the service, we were treated to the Army Wives singing 
and then as the service started the rain stopped and the sun came out (I think the Mad Bishop had asked a favour from the 
man upstairs). As we stood in silence listening to the service and thinking of all those who gave the ultimate sacrifice I could 
have done with a bit of rain to hide the tears rolling down my cheeks. 

Service over and it was time to ride home, the sun was still out the roads were dry what more could you ask for so we 
headed north. We stopped at the services as we reached the M1 where we met up with the road captains who had been 
marshalling the roundabout by the Arboretum. After a quick brew and a chat we all set off back home, it was a steady 
uneventful ride and as we neared Leeds we peeled off one by one as we reached our exit nearest home. 

I am already looking forward to next year when I can take Declan as the respect for the fallen needs to be passed to the next 

generation.  

Lee Foster 
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LADIES OF HARLEY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvey Nichols Christmas Experience  

 I was joined by Sandra, Daisy, Sarah, Liz, Andie, Sue, Caroline, and 
not forgetting our youngest member of Ladies of Harley Sienna, for 
our champagne dinner on Friday the 28th of November. Fantastic 
menu and lots to drink made for a great night out. Not forgetting the 
boys George, Mick and Phil who went into all the old pubs in Leeds. 

Parkway Spa Afternoon 

 Thank you to all you lovely ladies that joined me at the Parkway on 
Friday the 9th of January. I hope you all enjoyed your treatments and 
time in the hair salon. Thank you to Sandra for organizing another 
great Christmas dinner. 

Calendar 

As some of you already know we are doing another Ladies of Harley calendar to be 
ready for 2016. 

We have a date of Saturday the 6th of June for the photos so if I have not already 
spoken to you and you would like to be in this could you please contact me. 

I am also looking for sponsorship for this so if you your, company or someone you 
know can help with this I would be very grateful also looking for a company to do the 
printing if this is something you know about or can help with. 

Thank you in anticipation 

Ursula  
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NOT SO EASY RIDER 
In October 2014, I set off on an uncharacteristically tarmac based adventure with 
some of my adventure riding mates. We had decided to go on a much more civilised 
Harley Based ride through America, reliving the journey depicted in the cinema 
classic, Easy Rider. 

Our journey started with a day’s R&R in Santa Monica, where we managed to meet 
up with another of our fraternity who was just finishing Route 66 with 50 mad Irish 
compadres. 

Day 2 we met the guides and other clients, from the US, Austria, Switzerland and 
three from the far flung metropolis of Heckmondwike!! We also picked up our bikes; 
me obviously on a trusty Road King. 

It became obvious that most of us had no interest in the ‘film’ side of the event and 
were there primarily for the amazing roads and countryside that we would travel 
through. Nearly 4,500 km through California, Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Utah, Texas and Louisiana, from the desert heat of Death Valley to the Snow Line 
above Durango where we visited the world’s highest altitude Harley shop!! 

Some of the roads were breathtaking. We climbed the world 
famous Million Dollar Highway, Saw the beginning of ‘Fall’ 
as we crested the hills in Colorado and were rewarded with 
an explosion of colour from the Aspen trees along the margin 
of the tarmac. One of our number celebrated after having 
received a warning for speeding from a not so friendly 
highway patrolman who gave up writing him a ticket when he 
couldn’t work out what to do with a New Zealander who 
carried a British passport and an Arabic Driving license!! We 
visited Route 66 classics like Oatman, where the Donkeys 
rule the town. We posed on the replica ‘Captain America’ 
bike in front of the monuments in Monument Valley and 
spent time with the Navajo tribe. We didn’t forget Billy and 
Wyatt and paid homage to the various major film moments 

and even took in the grave of Dennis Hopper in Taos, New Mexico. We ate huge steaks in Austin and were chased by a 
tornado, which I chose to stand in as if went through us to get some amazing photographs. We saw the famous Cadillac 
Graveyard and were arrested en masse in Louisiana by a friendly cop who knew the tour guide. Finally, and sadly, we ended 
our trip in The Big Easy, New Orleans, without re-enacting the famous graveyard acid scene. Apparently we were supposed 
to bring our own LSD; who knew? 

Highlights? Nature in all its glory, making new friends, riding 
some great roads and hearing some of the doubters on the first 
day saying they would miss their HOGs and would find it harder 
to be rude about Harleys in the future. 

What next? Well I shall miss the March meeting as I will be 

riding through the Andes with Graham Goodwin and my usual 

Posse, from Osorno in Chile to Tierra de Fuego in Argentina, 

repairing the damage done by Clarkson and friends recently. 

Then it’s off to Dubai for a weeks acclimatisation before heading 

to the Sahara at the beginning of April to run in the World’s 

Toughest Foot Race, the Marathon de Sables; my apologies, but 

I’ll be missing the April meeting too. Should I survive running 150 miles through the desert in 50 degree temperatures in 6 

days with a full pack, I will be looking forward to seeing some of you in the Lakes two weeks after I return. Wish me luck!! 

Steve King 
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LIFE IN THE RANKS 
Riding in a large group you see and meet all types people and for you young ones out there (less than 60yrs.) here's a few 
tips on what to expect and how to deal with it! 
 
THE BOBBER 
You might see this from the guy in front. He will constantly stand on the foot pegs and look around. No, he's not 
sightseeing, he's got cramp in his legs! The only cure is to tell him gently that it might be time for that trike! 
 
CAFFEINE KICK IN 
Someone in the group starts twitching. At the next stop you ask him what the problem is. He tells you that he's drunk far 
too much coffee. Not true. He was having a mild epileptic fit! Feel free to stick two fingers down his throat to check he 
hasn't swallowed his tongue! He will thank you for it later (after he's beat the crap out of you!)  
 
1st GEAR FEVER If you hear someone go past with the most raucous and blaring exhaust note, he's not taken the baffles 
out, his foot has gone to sleep and he can't get his toes under the gear lever to move up to second! The only cure is to fit ear 
plugs and hope the engine explodes! 
 
THROTTLE TWITCH 
This is an involuntary action and can't be cured! It happens every time one of those pesky road captains come by and you 
just itch to twist the throttle and burn them off! 
Become a road captain yourself if you can't control it! 
 
THAT LONESOME FEELING 
This happens to some people when we arrive at a pit stop and you see one still sat on his bike while everybody else is in the 
cafe having lunch. No need to feel sorry for them, all that's happened is their hips have locked out and they can't get of the 
damn bike. The cure? Get some big blokes and drag them off, don’t forget to put the side stand down first or once again 
you might get the crap beaten out of you! 
 
BIKE BLINDNESS 
No need to worry about this one, it’s only Kolly coming past in his latest Hawaiian shirt! 
 
GRAVEL RASH 
You might expect to see gravel rash on knees, elbows or hands. Not the case. This gravel rash appears on the soles of the 
boot. It happens when we park on a rough surface and some of the older ones, having lost their sense of balance, need to 
scrape their boots on the ground to stop them falling over! The only cure is to buy them some 4 inch heels like Tom Cruise 
wears! 
 
ARRIVAL AMNESIA 
This happens we arrive at our destination and you'll hear the cry of "where are we" from the old guys. This is not a mild 
form of dementia, this is what happens after going round the same roundabout several times, and sometimes ending up at 
the same roundabout 30 minutes later! 
The only cure is to club together and buy the lead road captain a new sat nav! 
 
All these conditions have been verified by a leading medical expert, so you can't sue me!!! 
Happy and safe riding! 
 

Norrie McCredie  
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ACTIVITIES OFFICERS 
Hi all 

Thought I would take this chance to look back at 2014, before looking at what 
lies ahead for us all. 

Thank you for your support at the 3 events we organised: 

Masham Weekend - April 

Whitley Bay weekend - September 

Trip to Doncaster Dogs - November 

Thanks for your kind messages after each event. Masham and Whitley Bay 
were sell outs, and although the trip to the dogs was not as well supported as 
in previous years what mattered was that everyone who came really enjoyed 
everything and that is the main thing. The after dogs party at the Services is a 
legend! 

For new members to the club these weekends away are a combination of 
bike riding and fun and a chance for everyone to actually meet together 
and get to know everyone. We try to keep the costs down so that all 
pockets can get involved.   

On a personal front, four of us hired a house in Portsmouth in June so that 
we could visit the naval dockyard and ride some roads in the South of 
England. We managed to hook up with some 1066 members on a ferry 
from Sandbanks and as usual there was some friendly banter. We were 
also able to spend time with a former member (Helen Kendall) who came 
to visit us and stay overnight, so we were able to chat about trips we had 
made with her in the past. There was lots of wine consumed and lots of 
laughter which was great. 

In September we decided to hire a gite in Northern France and as a previous 
edition of the AVT reported sadly Andie and Phil had an accident on a long straight 
road in perfect conditions which necessitated Phil spending 17 days in hospital. We 
can only assume that a combine harvester and a passing ambulance had something 
to do with the accident but it was terrible for them both. Gladly they have just 
about recovered and Phil has had his bike rebuilt so hopefully they will be back on 
the ride outs next month. Leaving your mates in France and returning from the 
holiday was without them was dreadful, but it doesn’t seem to have put them off 
and we are planning another road trip, this time with 8 folks for next September. 

Before then there will be 2 more Aire Valley weekends away; we have moved 
Masham to September 4th (3 rooms left as I write) and a new venue will be The 
George at Penrith the last weekend in April (24th).  This is a 4 star hotel with 
gorgeous bedrooms, excellent afternoon teas, and a wonderful chef. The sceptics 
amongst us think it’s a bit early in the year for the Lakes!  I hope they are wrong – 
all I can say is for the past few years March and April have had some lovely 
sunshine so I am keeping my fingers crossed.  Its about 1hr 20 minutes direct from 
Leeds. The price is right (they have given us an excellent price of £200 for the weekend per double room) at an all-inclusive 
rate for all meals. There are more rooms available then Masham, and more single availability so I think it’s worth a shot. 
Four of us have stayed there before and had an excellent weekend. At the time of writing the final numbers at the special 
rate are due in and the remaining rooms will revert back to the open market but if anyone else wants to get involved please 
contact me and I will speak to the hotel. It’s centrally located in town with lots of shops and other bars. There is safe 
parking at the rear of the hotel.   

So there are things to look forward to and thanks to everyone for your support last year.                                Mick & Sue 
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A BIT OF A DO (TICKETY-BOO) 
I persuaded my good lady to put pen to paper and she threw this lot together in a matter of minutes. She has promised to do 
something  more for the next one. (Whenever that may be…) 

Incidentally, who remembers where the above title came from? There ain’t any prizes cos I’m a tightwad. 

I would like to say a great big thank you to Sandra for once 
again organising a wonderful evening at the Mercure 
Parkway Hotel, Bramhope, and to everyone who joined us. I 
hope you all enjoyed yourselves as much as me and Mr Dave 
did. 
 

As a Christmas fanatic I start buying and planning in August 
and cry when I am forced to take down my tree and pack 
away the decorations.  How wonderful it is to be able to look 
forward to one final celebration in January. 
 

Thanks also go out to Ursula who kindly arranged for the 
beauty salon to open for some afternoon pampering and to 
my good buddy Lady Watmuff who supplied the glass of 
bubbly.  I did consider a visit to the gym or the pool but not 
for more than a couple of seconds! (I considered the beauty parlour for a couple of seconds, but opted for the gym instead. 
Ed!) 
 

For anyone who has not yet attended, it is a wonderful opportunity to put on your finery (men included!) and spend time 
catching up with good friends over a nice meal and a few drinks.  Some party animals, and we all know who we are 
occupying the bar area until the early hours. I hasten to add that overnight stays have been booked.   
 

Once again thank you to everyone who attended and made the evening a great success, I hope to see you all there again 
next year and to welcome anyone else who would like to party with us. 
 

Mrs Dave 

A FEW MIRTHFUL SNIPPETS 

I bought a pair of shoes from a drug dealer. I don’t know what he laced ‘em with, but I’ve been trippin’ all day! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I start a new job in Seoul next week. I thought it was a good Korea move! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I bought some rocket salad at the supermarket last night, but it went off before I could eat it! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tim tied the knot with his long time girlfriend. One evening after the honeymoon, he was organising his golf equipment. 
After a long silence she says, 

“Honey, I’ve been thinking, now that we’re married, maybe it’s time you quit golfing. You spend so much time on the 
course.” 

He replied, “For a minute there you sounded just like my ex wife” 

“Ex wife? I didn’t know you’d been married before” she screamed. 

“I wasn’t” came the reply. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 1 
These pix from the intrepid Mr King were just too good to leave out (and I needed to fill some space). 
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PHOTO GALLERY 2 
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PHOTO GALLERY 3 
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… For LADIES, 

There are still some places available to discover the Southwestern France by motorcycle  in May. 

Motorcycle Tour for Ladies 2015 / South-West of France: 

from 23 May to 29 May 2015  (booking before 15/03/2015) 

from 22 August to 28 August 2015  (booking before 30/04/2015) 

 Choose your motorcycle, ride among various landscapes and cross vineyards, medieval cities, … 

Flavours, local heritage, wellness, charming accommodation, French gentle lifestyle, 

… and good mood are on the program. 

We are at your disposal for any further enquiry, 

Have nice rides 

Best regards 

Yoann 

  

 

  

see Motorcycle Tour for Ladies - 7 days 

http://hedonistmotorcycletours.com/fr/node/129
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BLACK MOUNTAINS CHAPTER 

DRAGON FEVER - 31ST JULY – 2ND AUGUST 2015 

Following on from the success of our first rally – CABIN FEVER, we are pleased to announce the dates of our next event – 
DRAGON FEVER. 

For 2015, we have opted to use the same venue at Goytre Park, Goytre, Port Talbot, SA13 2YP.  

This venue has all the entertainment facilities indoors, so is not weather dependent! 

Facilities include; cafeteria, two onsite bars, main event hall, traders’ emporium, chill out lounge, ample bike parking, 
camp-fire areas,  

As usual, there will be all day catering and a late bar on Friday and Saturday nights.  

On site camping and motorhome pitches are included in the ticket price.  

Other accommodation available includes bunkhouses and cabins as well as other local B&B’s and hotels if you prefer. 

Please book early to ensure you get the on-site accommodation if you require it. 

Looking forward to welcoming you to Wales. 

Adrian Vaughan - Director 

Black Mountains Chapter Wales 

GREAT WESTERN CHAPTER 

 

Hi All,  
If you're not going to the HOG European Rally in Spain, and fancy a rally closer to home that weekend, then why not pay 
us a visit at Cleve Rugby Club, Bristol, for Hogs in the Hayfields 8, 19th to 21st June.  
Our format is well established now, so you'll know what to expect, a very friendly welcome and great entertainment. 
You can find all the details on our website: 

http://greatwesternhog.co.uk/gwc1/index.php?page=hogs-in-the-hayfields 

 If you have any questions please contact Tony James, our rally organiser, email: Syston@btinternet.com 

 I have also attached a booking form and poster, if you could kindly include in your chapter magazine or post on your 
website. 

 Cheers 

 Barry Bazzzzzzzzzzzzer Aggett 

Great Western Chapter Director  

http://greatwesternhog.co.uk/gwc1/index.php?page=hogs-in-the-hayfields
mailto:Syston@btinternet.com
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Cleve R F C. The Hayfields, Cossham Street, Mangotsfield, Bristol, BS16 9EN 

Booking Form 
 

 

 

 
Total Payment Enclosed                          £___________ 

You can now pay by Bacs to account Great Western Chapter (UK) 
40-14-06 
41343203 
Reference for payment: "HITH8" Please return booking form to   syston@btinternet.com 

Please indicate if paid by Bacs 

If paying by Cheque, return form with cheque payable to “Great Western Chapter”                                   
To    Rally Co-ordinator, 51Siston Common. Warmley, Bristol, BS15 4PA 

Rally is open to H.O.G members and accompanying guest only 

H.O.G member Details of Associate\Guest 

Name: 
  

Name: 

Address: Address if different from H.O.G member: 

    

    

Post code:   

H.O.G. Membership No(s):   

Tel:   

E-Mail:   

Bike Registration: Not Applicable 

Chapter   

No of Ticket (s):   Full Event £25.00   

  Saturday Only £20.00    

mailto:syston@btinternet.com
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DREAM JOB? 
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EVENTS MARCH-JUNE 2015 

Mar 4th Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club 

Mar 8th Sunday 1st Ride Out 2015  10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs  Allan Ward  Clive Raistrick 

Mar 22nd Sunday Ride Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Matt Jones 

April 1st Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club 

April 12th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Brian Chapman Richard Farrier 

April 15th Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

April 19th Sunday Ride Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Allan Ward Clive Raistrick 

April 24th Friday to Penrith Weekend Saturday Ride from Leeds Harley 

to 26th Sunday Contact Sue Pierce for details LRCs  TBC 

May 1st Friday to Cider Rally Bridgewater Chapter, 

to 4th Monday   Weston-supper-Mare 

May 6th Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club 

May 7th Thursday Harley-Davidson Port Grimaud, 

to 10th Sunday Euro Festival St Tropez 

May 10th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Keith Allen 

May 13th Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

May 15th Friday to Iron Horse Rally East Coast of Yorkshire 

to 18th Monday     

May 17th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Ross Calverley Lez Carrol 

May 24th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Graham Walker 

May 22nd Friday to Brum Holiday Bash The West Midlands 

to 24th Sunday   Water Ski Centre 

May 23rd Saturday to Harley Dome Cologne 

to 24th Sunday   Germany 

May 29th Friday to Ireland Bike Fest Killarney, Ireland 

to June 1st Monday     

June 3rd Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club 

June 12th Friday The Gathering Hunters Quay Dunoon 

to 15th to Monday Benelux Rally Luxembourg 

7th June Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Bob Elliott 

June 10th Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

June 17th Wednesday Summer Evening Ride Out Macdonalds Lawnswood 

    6-30pm for 7pm start LRCs Andie Hannam 

June 18th Thursday 24th European HOG Rally Puerto Sherry 

to 21st to Sunday   Spain 
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EVENTS JUNE-AUGUST 2015 
June 19th Friday Hogs in the Hayfields Bristol 

to 21st to Sunday     

June 21st Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Phil Macdonald 

June 26th Friday to Hamburg Harley Days Germany 

to 28th Sunday     

June 27th Saturday  Pie Run LRC Tony Burns 

July 1st Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club 

July 2nd Thursday Wake the Lakes Kendal Lake District 

to 5th to Sunday Scandinavian Harley Days Voss Norway 

July 3rd Friday to Swiss Harley Days 2015 Lugano, Switzerland 

to 5th Sunday     

July 5th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Keith Allen Graham Walker 

July 8th  Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

July 10th Friday to Hog The Humber 12 Brantingham Park 

to 12th Sunday   Hull 

July 17th Friday to Vienna Harley Days Vienna, Austria 

to 19th Sunday     

July 19th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Steve King 

July 22nd Wednesday Summer Evening Ride-Out Macdonalds Lawnswood 

    6.30pm for 7.00pm LRCs Tony Burns  

July 23rd Thursday to East of England Rally Fakenham Racecourse 

to 26th Sunday Fenlanders Chapter Norfolk 

July 31st Friday to Finnish Harley Weekend 2015 Turku, Finland 

to Aug 2nd Sunday Heart and Soul Rally Percy Park North Shields 

Aug 6th Wednesday Club Meeting - 7.30pm Yarnbury Rugby Club 

Aug 7th Friday to Hog 'n' Bog Belfast 

to 9th Sunday     

Aug 9th Sunday Ride-Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Ian McNeil 

Aug 12th Wednesday Zimmer Club Ride 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

Aug 14th Friday to South of England Rally Hickstead 

to 16th Sunday     

Aug 21st Friday to Old School Rally Towcester 

to 23rd Sunday Sherwood Rally Donington Park 

Aug 23rd Sunday Ride Out 10am Leeds Harley Davidson 

      LRCs Dave Cole 

Aug 19th Wednesday Summer evening ride out Macdonalds, Lawnswood 

    6-30pm for 7pm start LRC Tony Burns 

Aug 28th Friday to Thunder in the Glens Aviemore 

to 31st Monday   Scotland 



Position Name Contact details (where appropriate)  

Director Mike Gaunt director@avhog.co.uk 

Assistant Directors Andie Hannam and  
Richard Wilton 

a-d@avhog.co.uk 

Treasurer Rick Day treasurer@avhog.co.uk 

Secretary Sandra Gaunt secretary@avhog.co.uk 

Head Road Captain Allan Ward hrc@avhog.co.uk 

Activities Officer Mick and Sue Pierce activities-officer@avhog.co.uk 

AVT Editor Dave Malt editor@avhog.co.uk 

Assistant Editor Carol Malt editor@avhog.co.uk 

Photographer Keith Allan ka1001@ntlworld.com 

Photographer John Sanders mailbox@sanders-home.me.uk  

HOG on the Humber Mike Gaunt director@avhog.co.uk 

Safety Officer Tony Burns safety@avhog.co.uk 

Webmaster John Elliott (Dr. John) webmaster@avhog.co.uk 

Ladies of Harley Rep Ursula Hobkirk loh@avhog.co.uk 

Historian Gordon MacFarlane gordonmac3@sky.com 

MAG Rep Dave Malt dave.malt@btinternet.com 

Chapter Manager Allan Ward hrc@avhog.co.uk 

Dealer Principal Bert Perry  

   

   

Aire Valley Officers 
HOG Chapter Number: 9695 
Sponsoring dealer: Leeds Harley Davidson 

mailto:mailbox@sanders-home.me.uk

